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  Welcome to Open House!

Mrs. Lukich         Room A5
Office: 859-4200

Voice Mail: 859-4204  ext. 305  

slukich@gws.k12.in.us
* Please feel free to contact me at any time, however, if it is regarding a last minute bus change, call the office!*
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Daily Schedule:


Special Classes:
8:35 – 9:30
Morning work/



                          Mini-lessons


Red = Art
9:35 – 10:20       Special Classes


Blue = Library
10:25 – 11:25      Math




Green = P.E.
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11:25 – 11:55 
Lunch



Orange = Music
12:05 – 12:35
Recess
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Story time 

1:00 – 2:30 
Reading/Language Arts


2:30 – 2:45
Science/Social Studies
2:45 – 3:15         RTI Time

3:30                   Dismissal   

Wednesdays:  Specials: 9:25 – 10:00
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Birthdays

You may send in a treat for your child’s birthday if you would like.  We will take the treat to lunch with us and serve it there, or we can enjoy after recess treats.  Please be aware of the SCHOOL POLICY regarding birthday treats…healthy treats only!  Summer birthdays will be celebrated during the month of May.  
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Lunch Money
Please send in lunch money for the week on Monday or use myschoolbucks.com.  If sending $$ PLEASE place the money in an envelope with your child’s name and pin number on the front.  Feel free to come in and join your child for lunch.  Let me know if you need a school lunch ordered.  Remember that Westwood’s lunch policy is no fast food may be brought into the café.  

Please discuss with your child your wishes regarding the purchase of snacks in the café.  I have learned over the years that many children eat only the snacks and then throw away the rest of their lunch.   Accounts can be depleted quickly if your child purchases snacks without your knowledge.  
Parent Volunteers

I appreciate having parent volunteers and look forward to your help.  Please fill out the volunteer paper if you would like to help in our room.  I will call you as needed.  
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Behavior Policy
Your child’s good behavior is an expectation of this classroom.  I use a behavior report chart.  I am generally quite lenient and only put marks on behavior reports after a warning has been made!  If multiple problems occur in one day you may be notified.  
I will contact you if a problem seems to be getting out of hand, or if there are serious behavior issues in class.  Please feel free to write me a note or call if you have any concerns about your child’s school behavior and the acceptance of responsibility.
Homework  

Most evenings, with the exception of Friday, your children will be assigned one homework review page, or will be assigned to study for an upcoming test.  They will also have 40 minutes of W.E.B. reading to do each week.  I will send home a weekly homework sheet on Mondays.  Please read this for important information, homework assignments, and any upcoming tests.  

Homework should take no longer than 30 minutes each night.  Please let me know if there is a problem with homework or if it is taking much longer than 30 minutes.  (Additional time may be necessary if studying for tests.)    

W.E.B. Reading (Wonderfully Exciting Books!)
The children are expected to read at home each week… 45 minutes to an hour of weekly reading would be considered the minimum amount of time 3rd graders should be reading each week. Research STRONGLY supports that students who read more, read better, and have higher achievement.  We need to support and encourage free choice reading.  Reading at home provides an opportunity to balance the students’ abilities to choose reading materials with the “at school” teacher choices of reading materials.  Depending on your child’s reading proficiency level and maturity, you may or may not need to be actively involved in this.  However, research also indicates that “talk around text” greatly enhances whatever we read.  In other words, discuss what is in the text!

Each week some type of recording sheet will be sent home to track this reading.  Lazy work is not acceptable.  If writing is involved, complete sentences are a MINIMUM requirement!
W.E.B. reading will begin in a few weeks. 
Grading

Third grade gives letter grades for math, English, reading, science, social studies, and spelling.  Effort grades are given for handwriting and behavior. You will be able to check grades online at any time. 
In third grade, students can earn A and A/B Honor Roll Awards.  Those students will be recognized quarterly.  They will also be honored for returning homework 100% of the time! 
Grading Scale  

     70 – 72%  = C-

93- 100%  = A                                           68- 69%   = D+

90 -92 %  = A-                                          63- 67%   = D

88 - 89%  = B+                                          60 – 62%  = D-

83 – 87%  = B                                            59 and below = F
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78 – 79%  = C+

73 - 77%  = C
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Reading: 

The students will be using the reading series, “Reading Street”, as well as trade books, guided reading leveled books, and Scholastic News magazine.  They will receive whole group instruction, small group instruction, and work in learning teams and centers.  
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Math:

We will begin the year with some review and then build on the following topics:  number sense, place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, money, making change, telling time, elapsed time, geometry, measurement, fractions and decimals, probability, graphing, and ongoing problem solving skills.  It is imperative that all students memorize addition and subtraction facts, and eventually the multiplication tables.  

Language:

We will work on the following types of writing this year:  narrative, expository, persuasive, descriptive, and letters.  

The children will complete a daily language review for morning work each day.  We will check and correct this together as a class.  They will have DOL homework each Thursday night.  There will also be a DOL test every Friday which will count as a language grade.  They will be tested on editing sentences and answering questions that focus on the skills worked on during the current week as well as skills taught in prior weeks.  
Spelling:
[image: image14.wmf]Spelling lists will be sent home on Fridays.  The boys and girls may or may not choose to study in advance for the pre-test to be given on Wednesday.  A final test will then be given on Friday.  Students receiving an A+ on Wednesday will receive 10 bonus points for their efforts and may choose to attempt the super speller challenge list.  The challenge list will count only toward bonus points which will accumulate to earn prizes.  A spelling worksheet will be sent as homework one night each week.  
Social Studies and Science:

We rotate between teaching social studies and science units.  We try to spend about 4 ½ weeks on a unit of study in science and 4 ½ weeks on a social studies unit per 9 weeks.  It doesn’t always work out that neatly, so there may be grading periods where your child will not have grades on the report card for one or the other.  I do not feel it is fair to judge a report card grade on just a few assignments.  
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We hope this schedule allows us to focus more in-depth on a topic for each subject.  
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Cursive and Touch Typing:  

Cursive handwriting is no longer a 3rd grade state standard; therefore we will not be spending much time on this topic in class. We will briefly teach and practice cursive writing as time permits. 

Touch typing is now a 3rd grade standard. We will be going to the computer lab to begin learning keyboarding skills.  Please encourage your child to do his best by practicing at home when possible.  Practice sheets will be coming home for the students to practice.  Practice on Word if possible.

Let’s Have a Great Year!
I count it a privilege to be able to be your child’s teacher during his/her third grade year.  Thank you for working along with me to ensure that your child has a successful year.   

Please feel free to contact me at anytime with questions or concerns.  
Mrs. Susan Lukich







  
